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Fifty years ago, 29 December 1962, in Doha, Qatar, the Dar-Al-Kutub – Library 
was founded in one of the first original library building of the region. The collection 
based on two libraries the Doha Public Library of 1956,   and the Endowment Library, 
from 1954. The opening collection consisted of 30.000 volumes. (Khalifa, 1992) 

In the beginning Dar-Al-Kutub, was responsible for school and public libraries 
for the first 10 years, later these functions changed to public library and national 
library functions. (Khalifa, 1992). The first Qatar National Bibliography was published in 
1970. (Al Nassr, 1993). But only in 1982, the legal deposit law by Emir Decree No. 14 
was issued, and more national library functions developed: the collection of 
publications from Qataris published abroad and the ISBN-Agency of Qatar in 1994.  
From 1972 onwards the Qatar National Library organized the Qatar Book Fair, an 
important cultural event for the country and the region. Over the years the national 
library has served its users with a wide range of collection and activities. Between 1978 
and 1985 the branches developed and their libraries filled up with Arab and English 
books. The Women’s library, with a collection of more than 60.000 volumes introduced 
educational computer games for Kids and internet in a modern office building, which 
was changed to become a library. They developed a set of activities with handicapped 
students from different schools and their new knowledge management is a good 
example to other public library branches after their facilities are renovated and 
modernized. In 2012 Al Shamal branch, right in the North of Qatar, moved to a better 
facility and Al Khor branch started to expand and to renovate, too. In the future, also 
Al Wakra and Al Rayyan branches will be modernized. The National Library Dar Al 
Kutub based on Arabic heritage, has built a collection of more than 2000 Arabic 
manuscripts and published a manuscript catalogue. The library’s general acquisition is 
catalogued by Anglo-American Cataloging Rules with Dewey decimal classification and 
Library of Congress Subject Headings. Qatar National Library has developed an 
electronic catalogue based on these cataloging standards, even that they had no 
possibility to install a library system with a web OPAC. Now in cooperation with the 
new emerging National Library supported by Qatar Foundation the first steps to 
integrate this electronic catalogue into the QNL Online Public Access Catalogue have 
started. Soon, not only the branches but everybody will be able to access the online 
catalogue and people all over Qatar will be able to discover a great collection build in 
50 years with more than 92000 titles and over 400000 items through the web-catalog. 
To serve the emerging knowledge society if Qatar, Dar-Al-Kutub trained many 
librarians and library workers from branch libraries as from different special libraries. 
Today the Qatar National Library is one of the main departments of National Council 
for Culture, Arts and Heritage.   

Development of the new Qatar National Library of Qatar Foundation 
50 years after the founding of Dar Al Kutub, Qatar now writes the next chapter 

of knowledge society and knowledge management. A new national library building is in 
construction and is planned to open in 2014. The building, designed by star architect 
Rem Koolhaas, was planned as the central university library of Education City in Qatar. 
Education City is a project by Qatar Foundation, an organization which was created in 
1997 by the Emir of Qatar. Based on the experience that the exploitation of natural 
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resources like pearl, oil and gas will not last forever, Qatar Foundation is supporting 
Qatar on its journey from a carbon economy to a knowledge-based society by 
unlocking human’s potential (QF 2012). Starting with the idea to bring world-class 
education to Qatar, some of the best universities from United States, Paris and London 
were asked to come to Education City to build the human capacity for Qatar, and 
contributing to the Arab region. Today Education City has not only a full school 
program on the highest international level, represented by Qatar Academy, but  
international recognized university degrees from petroleum engineering to foreign 
policy and liberal arts. Qatar Foundation runs world class research projects in different 
institutions, including a science park. As much as research is developing, the demand 
for a world-class library with a wide range of electronic resources is developing.  

In 2006 Qatar Foundation decided to build a Central Library for Education City 
and asked the renowned architect Rem Koolhaas to develop the design of a new 
library building. The new library is planned to have 42.000 sq. and a capacity for 1.2 
million volumes. First staff came on board in 2007. They started to work on the project, 
to define the technology and to plan the university library functions. In autumn 2011 
Qatar Foundation started the construction of the new library and the heritage library, 
a collection of important manuscripts and books about Qatar and the Gulf, was 
integrated into the Central library. When the new Project Director of Qatar National 
Library, Claudia Lux, was installed on April 1, 2012, Qatar Foundation’s chairperson 
Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser Al Missned announced the central library’s change to be 
integrated into a National Library and her support of the new project from Her 
Highness Office until realized. This decision was the start for the next chapter of 
knowledge management in Qatar and the start for a strong partnership with Dar Al 
Kutub, which laid the ground for a country-wide library system.  
QNL – a combined national, academic and public library  
  Based on the country’s tradition and heritage, the new Qatar National Library 
will combine the functions of a national library, a central university library and a 
metropolitan public library to serve research and education in Qatar as well as the 
general public and children. The new building is situated in Education City, and will be 
accessible for everybody. The role of Qatar National Library as a new knowledge hub 
for the country’s library and information network will be manifested not only by the 
size of the building, but by the integration with Dar Al-Kutub and a vast digital 
collection.    

UNESCO analyzes the world-wide need to develop the information society by 
initiating the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS, 2005). The summit 
states that establishing of information technology in each country is not enough.  
Content and knowledge may be easy accessible or hidden in the deep web and for 
further development a society must have all competences to use it.  Qatar's population 
needs to become fully information literate, easily find the information they need and 
have unrestricted access to knowledge and world literature. Libraries are very 
important to reach this goal.  Qatar National Library will be the main source for access 
to the World's knowledge in Qatar and will take on leadership in knowledge capacity 
building.  As information technology is still developing with high speed, publishing in 
different formats to spread knowledge is developing at the same speed and digital 
heritage is added to the printed heritage.  The new Qatar National Library by 
integrating research, national, and public library functions when fully established will 
meet the country's information needs, and will become a key asset for Qatar 
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Foundation and its stakeholders and can be identified along Qatar Foundations’ 
strategic goals: research, education, community. 

Research support is the first pillar and the most challenging to achieve for 
Qatar National Library.  Researchers are highly specialized and need the latest 
information from highly-respected peer-reviewed e-journals and e-books, to digitized 
or historically important original manuscripts.  In order to reach Qatar’s full research 
potential, it will require a focus on support and marketing.  To achieve this goal, Qatar 
National Library needs to collect all legal deposits of the country and of Qatari 
researchers from all over the world, based on the work done by Dar-Al-Kutub. QNL 
also needs to find partners, who can add digital content about the  country’s history 
and will forge close ties to the network of National Libraries all around the world and 
develop inter-library loan programs to support researchers in Qatar the best way 
possible. 

The Qatar National Library will support upcoming research projects in liberal 
arts, history and sociology fields where the need for research collections covering 
centuries of publications are crucial.  In the Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematical (STEM), and medical research fields the latest research outcomes, 
captured in online databases, need to be readily available. QNL need to keep up-to-
date about new digital resources from around the world in all fields and build a strong 
electronic collection that meets researcher’s needs. 

Based on the excellent collections of the heritage library Qatar National Library 
will develop these collections of original heritage material about Qatar, the history of 
the Gulf and Arabic Science. This is supported by a partnership with the British Library, 
to build an online portal with their precious manuscripts on Arabic Science and the 
digitized information of the Indian Office Archive related to the Gulf region. To develop 
the heritage library with real and digital material is one of the great tasks; Qatar 
National Library has started already. This will provide a perfect environment for 
research in  Arabic and regional History, and this will not only be important for 
researchers but also for Qatari families and the education of students and their 
knowledge about Qatar and the region.   

Education support is the second of the three pillars for the library. It 
encompasses newborns to school-aged youth, and leads to adult professional 
development and life-long learning in the information society.  In addition to the basic 
services offered by the educational institutions and their libraries, Qatar National 
Library supports core, supplemental, and experimental learning opportunities and 
activities, as well as a learning commons. The library will listen to stakeholders from 
the education field and will work to meet their library needs concerning material, 
languages, learning opportunities, information literacy training and cultural activities.  

Service to the community is the third pillar and needs a strong foundation in 
partnership with Dar Al Kutub and its branches. To develop and encourage close ties 
with the public, the branch libraries in different parts of the country play a vital role. 
With their experience community service needs from age 0 to 99 has to be defined and 
to build a collection around.  Strong interaction and support from the general 
community, as the most important stakeholder of the future, is essential to keep up-
to-date with the changing needs of Qatar society.  Periodical programs and activities 
need to be delivered with technological and didactical skills, to promote information 
literacy in an efficient and appealing way.  QNL strongly supports community outreach 
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to meet all informational, recreational, and life-long learning needs and will illustrate 
how libraries can make a positive change to their lives.  To develop the best knowledge 
management services and meet all information literacy and knowledge needs 
throughout Qatar society, QNL will focus on the special and general interests of male 
and female Qataris as well as expatriates from different language communities and 
cultures. 

In a small Country like Qatar, it is important for a National Library to support all 
research in the country and will provide Qatar Foundation-wide licenses or National 
licenses to electronic resources. QNL will build up Qatar Foundation institutional 
repository and data-curation repository to provide full text research papers of all QF 
supported publications in an open access environment and keep data and papers for 
future research.  The library will serve academic researchers, scientific institutional 
researcher and PhD students and university libraries including government institutions, 
ministries, museums, private non-profit organizations and the business community, 
and the media, hospitals, special libraries, heritage scholars and people with a special 
information need like authors, art collectors, musicians, film-makers. QNL will support 
everybody in education directly or through their institution’s libraries has 
informational needs to learn more, and to learn in different motivating ways including 
special need learners, academies, colleges, universities up to bachelor degree level and 
their faculty. Close ties to educational staff and teachers, school-librarians and teacher-
librarians as to all local libraries will build a knowledge-based society through 
continuing education and professional development. QNL will support library outreach 
activities to the communities by developing reading and information literacy programs 
from Newborns to children and young adults. The library will build its collection in 
respect to the interest of the general public, Qataris and Expats, including foreign 
language material.  

Coordinating functions of QNL  
Qatar National Library is eager to build a modern knowledge hub for Qatar, an 

excellent library and information network that will meet the country’s need in the 
future. This can only be achieved in strong partnership will all other libraries and 
informational institutions in Qatar, from education city university and other academic 
libraries in Qatar to special libraries and school libraries as to certain informational 
institutions. QNL will support co-operation among these institutions and exchange of 
library material for their users.  

Qatar National Library has already started to provide online reference services 
(QNL 2012) which will be developed in partnership with other library and information 
services in Qatar to build a reference pool for the country in the near future. Qatar 
National Library plans to set up an information clearing house for manuscripts, to 
share the information about valuable material already acquired by Qatar publicly-
financed institutions. This service will be open to private collectors 

Conclusion 
“Bridging with knowledge Qatar’s heritage and future” is the vision of Qatar 

National Library since 2012. It refers to Qatar vision 2030 but also to a beautiful bridge 
in the new library building and the view upon the heritage collection displayed like an 
archeological site. The National Library’s mission is to spread knowledge, nurture 
imagination, cultivate creativity and preserve the nation’s heritage for the future. This 
can only be achieved, when the 21st century world class Qatar National Library will be 
installed with all functions of a national library, a research library, a university library, 
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and a metropolitan public library of the digital age. This next chapter of Qatar’s 
knowledge management just opened. It will need strong efforts to realize all plans of 
Qatar National Library. But with its clear vision and mission the Qatar National Library 
will make an important impact on the emerging knowledge-based society of Qatar. 
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